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Upcoming Events

Wed., Mar. 11" —5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at OLV Catholic Church

Sun., Mar. 15" — 12:00 p.m. — Church Council
Mtg.

Fri., Mar. 20" — 5:30 p.m. — Movie Night
Featuring “New Hope”

Wed., Mar. 25" - 5:00 p.m. - Net Dinner
at St. Mark’s

Sun., Mar. 29t — 10:30 a.m. — Palm Sunday
service

Please see the list of upcoming events
during Holy week and Easter Sunday.

Communion Bread for February

Prayers and Concerns for February

Family of James Fuller
Family of Darlene Jenkins
Family of Robert Nesbitt
Family of Bill Ansel-McCabe

Jerry Bowman
Nannette Amendola
Kathie Stone

Joan Wissert

Julie and Steve Kulesa
Wanda

Bible Verse for March:

Delight yourself in the Lord, and
He will give you the desires of
your heart.

- Psalm 37:4 (NIV)

Thought for the Day:

Trust the past to the mercy of
God, the present to His love and
the future to His providence.

TIETerTes

St. Mark's Church Information
Pastor David Houck

Home Phone: 518-827-6386

Email: pastordave@midtel.net

St. Mark's Phone: 518-827-5318

St. Mark's Email: stmarks@midtel.net
Website: stmarkslutheranmiddleburgh.com
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Servers for March

March 1%

Reader — Eric Mattson

Prayer — Eric Mattson

Ushers — Dennis / Carrie Foland
Counter — Carrie Foland

March 8"

Reader — Deb Palmatier
Prayer — Cheryl Cater

Ushers — Aaron / Allison Coons
Counter — Deb Palmatier

March 15

Reader — Nannette Amendola
Prayer — Ron Lower

Ushers — Lisa B. / Nannette A.
Counter — Sharon Nesbitt

March 22"

Reader — Marie Whittaker
Prayer — Carolyn Tompkins
Ushers — Deb R. / Marie W.
Counter — Diane France

March 29*" (Palm Sunday)
Reader — Alyssa Coons

Prayer — Eric Mattson

Ushers — Dan K. / Doreen H.
Counter — Carrie Foland

Holy Humor

What kind of tree fits in your hand?

A palm tree.

Al

March Birthdays:

Carrie Foland March 1
Mark Beeler March 6
Mike Sharkey March 8
Jim Brigadier March 14
Dylan Hillicoss March 14
Cheryl Cater March 19
Dean Roney March 22
Linda Amond March 26
Ginny Tinney March 27

March Anniversaries:

Pastor Dave / Melody Houck March 24

Put a spring in your step by
moving your clocks ahead
on March 7th




Resuscitation and Revival

In a devotional written forty years ago by the Reverend Doctor Billy Graham, he spoke about the need for
revival. We still hear that term a lot regarding a need for revival in the church and the faith community at large
regarding both our nation and our world. He also spoke about the difference between resuscitation and |
revival. Having worked in the medical field with most of my experience in the field qf emergency me_adlclne' am
familiar with both. | have applied treatments and followed protocols for both rfasus.crtatlon and reviving patients
of all ages and in many different scenarios. Resuscitation is the act of restornjg !lfe to someone who is
clinically dead. Clinical death is the absence of the vital functions which sustain life like breathlrjg and
circulation (heartbeat). The organism or body is still viable at the cellular level but will not remain that way
unless it is resuscitated and the vital functions are restored. To revive pertains to someone who is
unconscious or unresponsive but has the essential life functions present, i.e. breathing and circulation. Once a
person is resuscitated or revived a cause is searched for to determine how they came to be in that state.

What about our faith and our spirit? Can they be found to be dead or unconscious and unresponsive? |
believe so. Spiritual death is defined as a state of separation, alienation, or broken fellowship between a
person and God, primarily caused by sin. While physically alive, a spiritually dead person lacks a living
relationship with their Creator. It is described as a condition of spiritual desolation, darkness, and inability to
please or connect with God. “Sin that leads to death is deliberate refusal to believe in Jesus Christ, to follow
God's commands, and to love one's brothers.” Signs of spiritual death can include a lack of spiritual growth,
being a slave to sinful desires, or an inability to feel or connect with God. However, spiritual death can be

reversed or overcome through atonement, repentance, and accepting a spiritual rebirth. These are methods of
resuscitation.

What about revival? Believers can go through the motions and profess their faith verbally yet be unconscious
and unresponsive to God’s call to be the Church, the body of Christ on earth today. It takes humbling oneself
and surrendering to God'’s will. Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven”. What is God'’s will for us and how can
we know it? The will of God generally refers to His sovereign, unstoppable plan for creation (decree) and His
moral commands for human conduct, which include loving Him, obeying Scripture, sanctification, and doing
good works. It is understood through Bible study, seeking wisdom, and becoming more like Christ. Doing the
will of God involves surrendering our own desires, studying the Bible to understand His commands, and
praying for wisdom. It requires acting on what we already know is right—such as living righteously, loving
others, and avoiding evil—while trusting the Holy Spirit to guide our decisions. Simply put God's will is for
everyone to obey His Word. Submitting to the will of God is not just about living for God but living with God. It
is the connection, the personal intimate relationship with God that helps us to be revived from a stagnant state
we may have slipped into.

Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. > And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.

There are many causes of spiritual death and/or unresponsiveness which have created a great need for revival
in our world. For a revival to get started it must take root, and it must begin by being rooted in each and every
professing believer. We must revive, renew, and refresh our faith in the God, the Savior, and the Spirit to
whom we have placed our trust in. We have sung “let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me”. How
about let there be a great revival of the faith on earth and let it begin with me also. May our first step each day
be one of sweet surrender to His name. Amen.

In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave and Melody
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Bible Study

?r"

E\PER’lENL-ING
the IEARCT of

JESUS

FOR :)7 WEEKS

REVISED & UPDATED

Pastor Dave would like to host a Bible
study from Max Lucado entitled
“Experiencing the Heart of Jesus”. To
keep the groups smaller and to
accommodate personal schedules, he
plans to have two separate sessions.
One on the 2" and 4t Sunday of each
month following worship / coffee hour
and a second one at 3:00 p.m. on the
2" and 4" Thursday of each month.
While the start date has not yet been
finalized, he would like to start it on
Sunday, April 12th,

If you would like to participate in this
study and since time is of the
essence because he has to place an
order for the books, please contact
either him or leave a message in the
church office as soon as possible.

Thank you!

Upcoming Lenten Event

The A.C.T. network (All Christians
Together) is once again hosting a
Lenten event depicting scenes from
Holy Week. It will be held at the Fancy
Farmer-529 US-20, Sharon Springs, NY
13459 on Saturday, March 21st
beginning at 10:00 a.m. This is our
Schoharie County, scaled down version
of Sight and Sound, bringing the Bible
story to life. Supporting this mission is
a rewarding blessing as you observe the
Holy Week story.

Holy Humor

Three men were out fishing in a boat.
The first man noticed that they were
almost out of bait, stood up, stepped
over the side of the boat, walked to
shore, picked up the bait bucket and
walked back. The second man hardly
noticed, the third man was dumbstruck.
An hour later, the second man said that
he was getting hungry, and offered to
go get lunch. He stood up, stepped
over the side of the boat, walked to
shore, picked up the picnic basket, and
walked back. The first man hardly
noticed. The third man was
dumbfounded. A while later, the third
man figured that if the others could do
it, so could he. He announced that he
was feeling a bit chilled and needed his
jacket on shore. He stood up, stepped
over the side of the boat, and promptly
sank to the bottom. As the third man
came up sputtering, the first man

looked at the second man and said,

"Should we tell him where the rocks
are?"
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NET Dinner

The beautiful sound of talking and
laughing filled the fellowship room on
Wednesday, February 25%, as we
served a delicious dinner of macaroni
and cheese, mixed vegetables, tossed
salad, bread and variety of desserts.
Thank you to all who donated and
served. (Cherylis sad...there were no

chips...) = =

Our next NET dinner will be held on
March 25" when we will serve a chicken
dinner with all the trimmings and yummy
desserts.

Movie Night

February 20" we hosted our monthly
movie night when we saw “End of the
Spear”...a story of forgiveness and
reconciliation.

Our next movie night will be on Friday,
March 20% at 5:30 p.m. when our
feature will be “New Hope”.
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Michael is not thrilled about his family's
move to New Hope, a small southern
town. He is even less enthused about
joining the town's high school
basketball team, especially when he
begins to bump heads with the team's
star player, Lucas. Lucas is fiercely
loyal to the memory of his brother
Chase -- the victim of a suicide that
shook the entire town to its core.
Jasmine, Chase's longtime girlfriend,
still has not found peace a year after
his tragic death -- until a chance
meeting with Michael. Michael's faith is
tested as he endures confrontations
with Lucas on and off the basketball
court. “New Hope” captures the life of a
modern teenager.




Holy Week Events

Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29th — 10:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 2nd — 5:00 p.m. covered dish dinner followed by The Chosen: “Last
Supper” DVD at Our Lady of the Valley

Good Friday Ecumenical Stations of the Cross
Friday, April 3rd — 12:00 noon starting at corner of Wells and Main Street
at Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 3rd — 7:00 p.m. at Christian Community Church, Richmondville

Saturday Vigil
Saturday, April 4" — 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
The sanctuary will be open so you may come at any time and stay as long as you
would like to spend quiet time with our Lord

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 6" —6:45 a.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church with continental
breakfast following

Easter Sunday Worship Service
Sunday, April 51" — 10:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
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America needs CPRI!
Christ, Prayer and
Repentance

Please pray for our country,
our leaders and members of
our armed forces!

A Night to Shine

Night to Shine is a global event that
provides an unforgettable prom night
experience for people with special
needs. This event, centered on God's
love, brings together churches,
volunteers, and honored guests for an
amazing night of celebration. Friday,
February 13", Fusion Church in
Cobleskill hosted Night to Shine where
kings and queens reigned for a
beautiful night of glamour.

Some of the volunteers fromSt. Mark's
Queen Alyssa Coons and
King Bobby Lawyer
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Installation of Council Members | Thank You!!!

At our worship service on Sunday,
February 1st, Pastor Dave led the
installation of our 2026 Council
members. Members include:

- Ron Lower, President
- Deb Palmatier

- Dennis Foland

- Eric Mattson

- Nanette Amendola

- Dolores Wenzel

- Bill Pierce What a beautiful sight...seeing our
“soup” pan overflowing with all your
generous donations of soup for our
food pantry! You CAN and do make a
difference in many lives. Thank you!!!

A Time for the Child in All of Us

: < A . - i I' | g TS
L to R: Bill Pierce, Delores Wenzel, Nanette
Amendola, Dennis Foland, Ron Lower,
Eric Mattson

St. Mark’s Choir Rehearsal

Words of wisdom sometimes come
from whom we least expect to hear
them. On Sunday, February 15,
during A Time for the Child in All of Us,
Pastor Dave was mixing ingredients
needed to make a cake. As he was
placing them in the bowl, his helper,

Thank you, Choir, for your commitment Meagan, stated that the main
and dedication to faithfully serve God ingredient to make it sweet was God.
through your voices. Words of truth spoken by a young
e
Xv‘f‘fgﬁ person who knows her Lord!




