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Upcoming Events

Thurs., July 2"4 —3:00 p.m. - Bible study

Fri., July 39— 3:00 p.m. - Phoebe’s
Annual Pie Sale at St. Mark’s lawn

Sun., July 12*" — 1:00 p.m. - Bible study
Thurs., July 16" — 3:00 p.m. — Bible study

Fri, July 17t — 8:00 p.m. — Ice cream social /
band concert, MCS high school lawn

Sun., July 19t — 12:00 noon — Church Council
meeting

sun., July 19t — 1:00 p.m. - Bible Study

Fri., July 24th-5:30 to 8:30 p.m. - 4t
Friday hot dog fundraiser for OCC
shoebox shipping

Sat., July 25% — 5:30 p.m. — Movie Night
Featuring “Take Two”

Sun., July 26" — 11:00 a.m. - Joint worship
service with Christian Community Church of
Faith at Timothy Murphy Park

Thurs., July 30" - 3:00 p.m. Bible study

——

Communion B

read for June

Prayers and Concerns for June

Family of Ed Guntert

Family of Sharon Nesbitt

Family of Janet Abrams

Family of Gloria Falcone

Family of Pastor Lance Rowland
Family of Debbie (VanDyke) Bell

Bob Roney, Sr.
Sandi Johnson
Bob Meunier
Peter Denman
Kelly Rogers
Sue Rolfe
Tracy Pierce

Bible Verse for July:
He only is my rock and my
salvation; He is my defense; I

shall not be greatly moved.
- Psalm 62:6

Thought for the Day:

Worry is like a rocking chair; it
will give you something to do,
but it won't get you anywhere.
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St. Mark’s Church Information
Pastor David Houck

Home Phone: 518-827-6386

Email: pastordave@midtel.net

St. Mark's Phone: 518-827-5318

St. Mark's Email: stmarks@midtel.net
Website: stmarkslutheranmiddleburgh.com
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Servers for July

July 5

Reader — Dennis Foland
Prayer — Ron Lower

Ushers — Dylan / Pat Hillicoss

July 12t

Reader — Cathie Allen

Prayer — Carolyn Tompkins

Ushers — Cathie Allen / Barb Coons

July 19"

Reader — Peggi Meunier

Prayer — Eric Mattson

Ushers — Dan Kircher / Doug Chichester

July 26"

11:00 a.m. - Joint Worship Service
With Christian Community Church
Of Faith at Timothy Murphy Park

Celebrating Father’s Day

Sunday, June 215t was a special day
of recognition for fathers. Our
congregation was blessed to view
these pictures of some of their dads.
Thank you to all who shared in this
remembrance your fathers.

July Birthdays:

Michele Parks July 4

Doreen Heluk July 5

Mia Howland July 7

Kelly Bellinger July 23

Russ Elder July 24
July Anniversaries:

Bill / Holly Pierce July 14

St. Mark’s Income vs Expenses

Below is the financial information for
the month of May:

Income $ 6,971.33
Expenses 13,812.94
Balance $ 6,841.61

NOTE: The reasons for the large
disbursement are the yearly insurance
policy, and the cement walk in the front
of the church that goes from the
driveway to the new handicap ramp.

Holy Humor

Abraham bought himself a fancy new
computer. He was showing it to Isaac
one day. "Look at all the wonderful
programs it has on it. And look at all the
neat things it can do..." Isaac was
impressed, but a little concerned..."But
dad, | don't think your computer has
enough memory." Abraham said,
"Don't worry son; the Lord will provide
the RAM.”




Celebrating our Foundations

This month we as a nation will celebrate the 250th anniversary of our establishment as a free and
sovereign nation. The United States Constitution is the world's longest-surviving written charter of
government, in continuous operation since 1789. While specific democracies a}nd republics gene_rally
last 24 to 48 years on average, various constitutional monarchies, theocratic city-states, qnd ancient
institutions have remained fundamentally unchanged for centuries. Our nation was established
through a series of foundational documents and key milestones, centered on the principles of popular
sovereignty, liberty, and unalienable rights. The core framework consists of three main pillars:

1) The Declaration of Independence (1776): Formally adopted on July 4, 1776, this document
severed ties with Great Britain and established the guiding philosophy that "all men are created
equal" with rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

2) The U.S. Constitution (1787): Drafted in Philadelphia and signed on September 17, 1787, the
Constitution outlines the structure and purpose of the U.S. government, establishing a system of
checks and balances.

3) The Bill of Rights (1791): The first ten amendments to the Constitution, designed to protect
individual liberties and limit governmental power.

These documents laid the groundwork for a federal republic run by the consent of the governed. ltis a
strong foundation and yet as with any foundation it can be shaken. Through varying interpretations
and adjustments, it can and has been changed. The question, or should | say concern, is for what or
whom have the changes been instituted and what are the changes based upon.

We are residents and citizens of this great nation which teaches and pledges that we are one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. Our nation’s motto is “In God We Trust”. Yet as
we approach the quarter of a century milestone, we appear to have become a nation divided, a people
divided. This prompts me to ask, “Who Are We?” Or more to the point, “Whose Are We?" The people
of God have lived under many ruling systems, yet their calling and their struggle has always been to
remain faithful to the one true God. God'’s people were ruled by the Word of God as revealed through
the prophets. They were at one time one body until a division created the Northern Kingdom (Israel)
and the Southern Kingdom (Judah). These are some of the times when they attempted to rule
themselves and God stated to the prophet Samuel “they have rejected Me, that | should not reign over
them.” Consequences came when the people drifted away or turned from God. Woven between
these periods of when the people submitted to God'’s rule or sought self-rule they were subjected to
the rule of other empires. There were the Pharaohs of Egypt, Assyrian Emperors, Babylonian
Emperors, Persian Emperors, Greek Dynasties, and the Roman Empire.

Though they appeared to be allowed to practice and pursue their faith they were restricted in some
ways by those who ruled over them. Could this have caused varying interpretations and adjustments
in how their faith was practiced? It was one of the things that Jesus confronted when He came down
from heaven to earth. It is not recorded that He challenged the governing bodies for it is written
Matthew 22:21 Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar s, and to God the things that are
God s.



What | am trying to say is that our foundation, the foundation of faith, is the word of God with the laws
and precepts God wants us to live by, to be subjects of the Kingdom of God first and foremost
submitting ourselves to Gods sovereign rule. It may go well for us as it did for the people when they
were under the rule of some of the empires in history. Although someday we may be forced to choose
as happened to Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who would not forsake their faith in the
one true God. There are places on earth today where people are still forced to make that same
decision. It has divided people, families, and nations. May we, as God instructed long ago, live in
peace in the land where we live. May we live in devotion and obedience to our God submitting to
God'’s will for our lives each day.

We are to pray for the faithful and pray for those who have been assigned to rule over us. There will
always be much that we do not understand in how the world is being governed, but we can have faith
that God is still in control. May we hold the document that is the foundation of our faith, the Holy Bible,
within our hearts and minds.

May we celebrate the founding of the land in which we live and love. May we be loyal to the Kingdom
which has been created, not with hands or documents, but with the powers from above. May we pray
unceasingly as God instructed to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:14 If My people who are called by My
name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

Have the right foundation: On Christ the Solid Rock | Stand...All Other Ground Is Sinking Sand.
AMEN

In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave and Melody
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Phoebes Annual Pie Sale

Friday, July 3", Middleburgh will be
holding a celebration for America’s
anniversary. There will be a wide variety
of events and vendors as well as a

parade and fireworks for people to enjoy.

That afternoon / evening our St. Mark's
Phoebes will be hosting their annual pie
sale. If you are making a pie, please
leave it at the church by 2:00 p.m.

We will also need help to set up our
table and tent on the front lawn. Since
this is the Phoebes only fundraiser for
the year, your donations and help are
greatly appreciated.

Please note the Middleburgh celebration
begins at 3:00 p.m.

Encouragement Baskets

One of our important outreach programs
is our encouragement baskets... a gift
given to let someone know they are
remembered and loved. In addition, a
quilt made by the Phoebes Circle is
given. If you know of someone going
through challenging times and needs
some encouragement, please contact
Ruth Palmer on 910-849-5252. After the
basket has been made, she will contact
you so you may deliver it.

This year our ice cream social will be
held on Friday, July 17™" when we will
serve desserts and beverages with

ice cream at the band concert held at
MCS high school lawn.

We are asking for volunteers to bake
dessert items such as pies, cupcakes,
cakes, brownies, cookies, cobblers,
etc. for us to sell. If you wish to donate
a dessert, please leave it at the church
any time during the day on Friday, the
17", or bring it to the MCS lawn that
evening. The concert begins at 8:00
p.m. so we are asking for volunteers to
help us set up tables, etc. at 7:00 p.m.
as well as take them down at the end
of the concert.

If you have any questions or would like
to help, please contact Pat McCoy, Pat
Hillicoss or leave a message on the
church phone (518-827-5318).

Proceeds benefit the Lord’s food pantry
at St. Mark’s.
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Special Music

Jesus told his disciples to let the little
children come to him and tells us we are
to be like children in our faith. Megan
Porter is a beautiful young lady who has
a genuine love for and faith in the Lord.
On Sunday, June 28!, she blessed us
by singing “Jesus Loves Me”, a song she
memorized. Thank you, Megan! We
thoroughly enjoyed your song and want
to continue hearing you sing to glorify
the Lord!

Movie Night

Almost every person has experienced
obstacles at different times in their life.
As we watched “Overcomer” at our

June 19" movie night, we witnessed how
a young girl, her coach as well as other
characters in the story faced their
obstacles. With God'’s help, they were
able to overcome any hinderances. It
begins with having faith in God and
putting Him in first place in our lives.
When we do, our identity is found in
being one of God'’s children, dearly loved
by Him.

Movie Night (Cont'd)

Our July movie night will be on
Saturday, July 25" at 5:30 p.m.

1

when our feature will be “Take Two”.

It is a true story about a man who was
a decadent Hollywood film producer,
whose life hits rock bottom and loses
everything. He decides to leave LA to
seek a new life only to discover he has
taken his old life with him. In the
beginning of his trek, he meets a
beautiful young woman in Wyoming
and has a one-night relationship that
leads to the birth of a baby girl. He
later discovers that he is the father of a
3-year-old daughter who is enduring a
life of abuse, neglect and poverty and
is raising her younger siblings on her
own. Accepting his new calling to do
whatever it takes to rescue his
daughter, his journey leads him to cry
out to God. Together they discover the
meaning of sacrifice, the love of a
Father, and God's sovereignty in the
midst of brokenness as they save each
other through His faithfulness.
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Mark your calendars....
July 24 — 5:30 p.m.
4™ Friday hot dog sale
(with chips for Cheryl)

Operation Christmas Child

1 Just think...in five months we will be

packing our Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes. Thank you for your
generosity and we ask that you please
continue to make your donations.
Some items still needed are: coloring
books, matchbox cars, Wow gifts for
girls, t-shirts, combs and toothbrushes.
If you have any questions, please
contact Barb Coons or Judy Beeler, our
OCC coordinators.

WORSHIP SERVICE

St. Mark’s annual joint worship service
and picnic with Christian Community
Church of Faith will be held on
Sunday, July 26, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.
at Timothy Murphy Park. Please bring
a side dish to pass; meat will be
provided.

Come and join our brothers and sisters
in Christ as we praise and worship our
God together!

m#«?ﬁ@'&ﬁﬂ?ﬁ
“Remember what they said in church,
Mommy — FEED THE HUNGRYP
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A Sad Farewell... | 2 Ch

Janet Abrams
Janet was a member of our Phoebe
Circle and had a heart for serving in
our outreach projects such as creating
her beautiful encouragement baskets,
A picture says a thousand words and her Christmas baskets and the cards
these empty pews reflected a sad day she would send.

for our congregation on Sunday,

June 28t as we remembered three of
our matriarchs who were called home to
God's kingdom. Sharon Nesbitt left us on
June 21%t, Janet Abrams on June 23,
and Gloria Falcone on June 25", Each
one loved and faithfully served our Lord.

Gloria Falcone

Gloria was also a member of the
Phoebe Circle. In fact, she was the last
of the original group of ladies who
founded the Phoebes. As she sewed
quilts, she shared with us about how
their group of ladies had gathered to
make cloth diapers to give away to

Sharon was the Phoebe Circle’s mothers in need.
“supervisor”, our financial secretary, and
a member of the choir. We will miss these beautiful ladies and

thank God for the special memories we
carry of each one.
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May God Bless This Day
With Peace, Joy, And Gratitude.
May We Cherish Our
Freedom, Honor Those Who Protect
It, And Walk In Love As One
Nation Under God.

A —

As we celebrate America’s
250 anniversary, let us
remember those men and
women who made the
ultimate sacrifice to keep us
free.

Let us also remember our
"soldiers” with fur who
gave the ultimate
sacrifice serving our
country.




