St. Mark’s Lutheran C]‘:urc]ﬁ

Publisher

Issue Number

Church Mouse 162

Date
November 2024

Upcoming Events

Thurs., Nov. 7*" = 5:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m. —
“Coats for Kids” and Adults

Sat., Nov. 9™ — 9:00 a.m. — Men’s Breakfast —
Angel Project

Sat., Nov. 9" — 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. - Packing
Party for Operations Christmas Child

Sat., Nov. 9™ —2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. “Coats
for Kids” and Adults

Wed, Nov. 13t — 5:00 p.m. — NET dinner at
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church

Thurs., Nov. 14" - 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. —
“Coats for Kids” and Adults

Fri., Nov. 15" — 5:00 p.m. — Movie Night

Sat., Nov. 16" = 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. —
“Coats for Kids” and Adults

Sun., Nov. 17® — 12:00 p.m. — Church Council
Meeting

Wed., Nov. 20" — 5:00 p.m. — NET dinner at
Reformed Church

Wed., Nov. 27" — 7:00 p.m. — Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Prayer Service at Our Lady of the
Valley Catholic Church

NO NET DINNER FOR ST. MARK’S

Prayers and Concerns for Oct.

Family of Richard Kemp
Family of Jim Diamond
Family of Rhonda Diamond
Family of David Wood
Family of Julius Fernandez
Family of Tony Desmond
Family of Bob Groll

Margo McGiver

Alan Bessinger

Holly Pierce

Andreanna Blesser

Ruth Palmer

Michael Ruehman

Clare Murphy

Lauren

Baby Everett Stickle
(Lyndia Hauser’s Grandson)

Everette Foland

Pastor Dave

Phil Zorda

Julia Norem

Karen DeBartolo

Sharon Amendola

Bible Verse for November:

But as for me, I watch in hope for the
Lord, I wait for God my Savior. my
God will hear me.

Micah 7:7 (NIV)
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St. Mark's Church Information
Pastor David Houck

Home Phone: 518-827-6386

Email: pastordave@midtel.net

St. Mark's Phone: 518-827-5318

St. Mark's Email: stmarks@midtel.net
Website:

stmarkslutheranmiddleburgh.com
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Servers for November

Nov. 3"

Reader — Dennis F.
Prayer — Cheryl

Ushers — Dennis / Carrie
Counter — Deb P.

Nov. 10t

Reader — Deb P.
Prayer —Ron

Ushers — Deb P. / Pat
Counter — Sharon

Nov. 17t

Reader —Bob

Prayer — Carolyn
Ushers —Bill M. / Jay
Counter — Diane

Nov. 24

Reader — Lori

Prayer —Ron

Ushers — Cathy / Linda A.
Counter — Carrie

Special Music

Sunday, October 27t St. Mark’s
members Sharon Amendola (visiting
from Florida) and Cheryl Cater
provided special music during our
worship service. Thank you for
sharing your talents with us.

November Birthdays:

Karen Berkheimer Nov. 2
Deb Roberts Nov. 11
Karen VanDyke Nov. 12
Jay Diamond Nov. 22
Ron Lower Nov. 28

November Anniversaries:

Ellen / Ted Langenbahn Nov. 10
Linda / Ron Connors Nov. 11
Richard / Sigrid Wood Nov. 21
Barb / Russ Elder Nov. 23
Bill / Anne Miller Nov. 24

St. Mark’s Income vs Expenses

Below is the financial information for the
month of September.

Income $9,994.00
Expenses 4,212.02
Balance $5,781.98

Humorous Church Announcement

The Rector will preach his farewell
message, after which the choir will sing
‘Break Forth into Joy'.




To Be Blessed

“God bless you”, “I'm so blessed”, “blessings to you". We hear these sayings when we sneeze, when we feel
grateful for something, or when we wish well to others. What does it mean to be blessed? For some it is
simply having good fortune. For people of faith, it might represent divinely or happily favored; fortunate to
have, do, or experience something. Religiously it is seen as held in reverence, made holy, consecrated,
enjoying happiness, pleasure or contentment.

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he gives nine examples, descriptions of what it is to be blessed. Some of them
are difficult for many to understand such as “blessed are you when they revile and persecute you”. The idea of
being "blessed" in Jesus' sermon does not mean feeling happy, necessarily. Rather it means recognizing what
is truly good in a person's life and why. It refers to those on the right track, who are following a godly pattern of
thought and actions; those who have decided to follow Jesus. Jesus begins by saying that the poor in spirit
are blessed.

In our world people might only consider those who are blessed as those who have a loving marriage, obedient
children, a vibrant ministry, a healthy body, a successful career, trusted friends, or financial abundance.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit" refers to a spiritual attitude of humility and dependence on God. One article |
found states that to be blessed is to experience the full impact of God's presence in our lives now and for all
eternity. This, too, is the basic New Testament meaning of “blessed.” It means an inner peace, an inner bliss,
an inner happiness, an inward joy that is not produced nor affected by circumstance. This state of unshakeable
well-being is how God desires His children to live. We are partakers of the divine nature and because of this,
we can know the same bliss, the same inner state of contentment, the same happiness deep down within us
that is known by God. What a marvelous thing that is to realize! The Sermon on the Mount, then, has nothing
to offer someone who has not placed their faith in Jesus Christ, but for those of us who know and love Christ,
for those of us who by faith in Christ have become partakers of the divine nature, the same sense of
blessedness that is known by God and Christ can be known by us.

You can tell one is blessed by God if they are first and foremost a humble person, kind, generous, patient,
caring, trustworthy, loving, forgiving, and have a positive outlook. These are the qualities to look for in a
person.

My desire for each of us is the same desire that God has for each of us which is to have that inner peace, joy,
and happiness that can only come from being completely and spiritually dependent on God now and for
eternity, to be partakers of the divine nature by our knowledge and love of Jesus Christ and to exhibit in our
lives the qualities of a people who are truly blessed by God.

"May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You" by Meredith Willson

May the good Lord bless and keep you whether near or far away
May you find that long awaited golden day today
May your troubles all be small ones and your fortunes ten times ten
May the good Lord bless and keep you till we meet again
May you walk with sunlight shining and a bluebird in every tree
May there be a silver lining back on every cloud you see
Fill your dreams with sweet tomorrows never mind what might have been
May the good Lord bless and keep you till we meet again

Remember what Tiny Tim proclaimed in A Christmas Carol, "God bless us, everyone!”

May you and yours be very blessed this Thanksgiving and Christmas season.
In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave and Melody
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Movie Night

On Saturday, October 18", our movie
feature was “Ring the Bell”, the story of a
slick sports agent who becomes
stranded in a small town. While there, he
learned about the value of living a simple
life where priorities are God first, family
second, followed by work and how this
experience causes him to re-evaluate his
life.

Our next movie night will be on Friday,
November 15t", at 5:00 p.m. when we
will see “It's a Wonderful Life”, a 1946
Christmas film. On Christmas Eve
George Bailey contemplates suicide but
the prayers of his family and friends
reach heaven where a guardian angel is
assigned to save George in order to earn
his wings.

Special Prayer Request

This precious little baby boy, Everett
Stickle, was born with what the doctors
determined to be a rare SCID disease.
While the doctors are continuing to
perform tests to confirm this diagnosis,
please keep Everett, his family and his
healthcare team in your prayers.

“Coats for Kids” and Adults

Donations of new and gently used
coats are still being gratefully accepted
for our “Coats for Kids” and Adults.
The dates for the giveaways are:

November 7t — 5:00 — 7:00 p.m.
November 9% — 2:00 — 5:00 p.m.
November 14t — 5:00 — 7:00 p.m.
November 16% — 2:00 — 5:00 p.m.

If you have any questions, please
contact Pat McCoy at 518-231-4632.
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Gift Cards for Native American
Children

As mentioned in our October Newsletter,
the pastors at Wings as Eagles
Ministries deliver Christmas gifts to
Native American children. Because
they do not have the funds to give gifts
to all of them, they are requesting
donations of Walmart and/or Target gift
cards with which to make the purchases.

Please prayerfully consider making a
donation of a gift card in any amount
before November 24t to help make
Christmas special for the children. Our
collection box is located in the front of St.
Mark’s sanctuary. May God bless you
for your generosity in helping to make a
child’s Christmas a little happier.

Operation Christmas Child
Packing Party
Saturday, November 9
10:00 a.m.

Mitten and Sock Tree

A message from our mitten and sock
tree:

‘Each winter St. Mark’s congregation
has filled my limbs with hats, mittens,
scarves and socks that are given to
City Mission to help keep people warm
in the cold winter months. As you can
see, | am hungry and my limbs need to
receive nourishment that only comes
from being filled with these items. Can
| count on you to bring them so others
may be blessed by your thoughtful
gift?”

Let’s strive to fill these empty limbs!

Christ the Shepherd Church is now a
collection point for Bibles for the future.
They currently have 344 Bibles so if
you have any Bibles to add to their
collection, please feel free to leave
them in our St. Mark’s office.
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NET Dinner

Wednesday, October 23, St. Mark's
hosted their first 2024 / 2025 Neighbors
Eating Together (NET) dinner. Served
was tuna noodle casserole, tossed
salad, rolls, and desserts. Sadly, there

were no chips for Cheryl = ! Please

note there will be no NET dinners served
at St. Mark’s until January when we will
have a “SOUP”er Bowl Cook Off.

Nov. 13" — NET dinner at OLV Church
Nov. 20" — NET dinner at Reformed
Church

Thanksgiving Eve Service

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING
PRAYER SERVICE

Wednesday November X7, 2024
7:00pm
Our Lady of the Valley Churuh
Middleburgh
Please bring a non-pedashable food Item to share
with our local food pantries
All are welcomel

Message from Council
Member, Eric Mattson

Dear Members of St. Mark’s,

At our September Council meeting, we
discussed bringing Communion to our
shut-ins on Communion Sundays. This
way they will be sharing the same meal
we did during our worship service. Our
plan is that each Communion Sunday
two people would go together to visit
our shut-ins and serve them Holy
Communion! It would be nice if we
could get at least 6 people to volunteer,
and while that would be great, we will
gladly accept more. When we have
enough people, we will have a meeting
to go over everything! If you wish to
participate in this endeavor or have any
questions, please see Eric Mattson or
Pastor Dave.

God’s blessings!
Eric Mattson
Council Member-at-Large
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Pastor Appreciation

St. Mark’s has been blessed to have a
spiritual leader who loves the Lord and
strives to teach us by his words and
actions how to live a Christ-like life.
Sunday, October 27", we celebrated
Pastor Dave by recognizing his service
to God and us through gifts of a portable
communion set to be used during his
visitations, gift cards to area restaurants
as well as a monetary gift.

Thank you, Pastor Dave,
for all you do for St. Mark’s!

Farewell, Julius Fernandez!

Saturday, October 26", we said
“goodbye for now” to our brother in
Christ, Jules Fernandez. A quiet and
gentle man, Jules will always be
remembered for his smile and for
sitting in his favorite place in the
sanctuary... the pew in the back left
corner.

Jules loved St. Mark’s and it was an
honor and a privilege for us to serve a
luncheon for his family and friends who
attended his service. You will be
greatly missed, and we love you, Jules!
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REFORMATION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 27, 2024

Reformation Sunday is always the last Sunday in October, marking the occasion in 1517
when Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. The
Altar paraments are red which is the color of the Holy Spirit as we envision the tongues of
flame over the heads of those present on the day of Pentecost — as the spirit rushed in to
take away their fear, and send them out to do the work, God had prepared them to do. For
those who attended worship service on the 27, they would have seen a lot of colorful attire.
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Let us remember all of our
veterans...those who fought for
our freedom and sacrificed so
much for us and our country.

and the truth is that
all veterans pay with
their lives.

some pay all at once,
while others pay

over a lifetims,

JmStorm

Thank you for your service

Please pray for our military
and our country!

Prayer for our Nation
- by Dr. David Jeremiah

Dear Father,

Living in uncertain times, You are a certain
God.

Seeing turmoil all around us, You are the
Peace within us.

And though the future may seem dim, You
are the Light that illuminates our path
forward.

Make us one nation under God.

May we remember the high cost that was
paid to live in one nation, a nation under
God.

May we not be fractured by politics or
pettiness, but stand together as an
indivisible people, ready to face the
challenges of our future.

May we graciously live within the freedom
and liberty endowed to us by our Creator.
And may we seek justice for all, no matter
their race, color, or creed.

Make us one nation under God.

Though imperfect, let us become a more
perfect union. Sometimes divided, let us
learn to live indivisibly. And at times
ungrateful, let we the people be grateful for
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
In you, God, we trust to heal the wounds of
our past. Give us strength to endure the
trials of today and provide guidance to live
together in a more peaceful tomorrow.
Make us one nation under God.

May your Word direct us, Your promises
keep us, Your power protect us, and Your
purpose restore us.

May our courage propel us, love define us,
humility constrain us, and faith unite us.
Make us one nation under God.

Father, we are blessed beyond measure,
thankful beyond words, and hopeful
beyond imagination.

Make us one nation under God.




