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Upcoming Events

Sun., Dec. 8" —6:30 p.m. — Community
Christmas Caroling at Reformed Church

Wed., Dec. 11*" —5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at OLV Catholic Church

Sat. Dec. 14™" —9:00 a.m. — Men’s Breakfast

Sun., Dec. 15" — 12:00 p.m. — Church Council
Meeting

Wed., Dec. 18" — 5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at the Reformed Church

Fri., Dec. 20t - 5:00 p.m. — Movie Night

Sun., Dec. 24 — 7:30 p.m. — Christmas Eve
Service

NO NET DINNER FOR ST. MARK’S

Communion Bread for November

Prayers and Concerns for Nov.

Jimmy Mattson
Steve Coonradt
Kevin Lattanzio
Frank Lattanzio
Phil Zorda

Maurice VanDyke
Marcia Davidson
Baby Everett Stickle
Sue Rolfe

Dave & Anne Priest
MC

Kris Palmatier
Rosemary Yanson
Beth

Bible Verse for December:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is

given, and the government will be on

his shoulders. And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)

Thought for the Day:

The giving of gifts is not something
man invented. God started the giving
spree when He gave a gift beyond
words, the unspeakable gift of His
Son. - Unknown
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St. Mark's Church Information
Pastor David Houck

Home Phone: 518-827-6386

Email: pastordave@midtel.net

St. Mark's Phone: 518-827-5318

St. Mark's Email: stmarks@midtel.net

Website:
stmarkslutheranmiddleburgh.com
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Servers for December

Dec. 1%

Reader — Marie
Prayer — Cheryl

Ushers — Dennis / Diane
Counter —Deb P.

Dec. 8

Reader —Sharon
Prayer —Ron
Ushers — Lori / Dean
Counter — Sharon

Dec. 15t

Reader — Eric
Prayer — Carolyn
Ushers — Ron / Denise
Counter — Diane

Dec. 22"

Reader — Alyssa
Prayer —Ron

Ushers — Deb R. / Marie
Counter — Carrie

Dec. 24"

Ushers — Aaron / Allison
Counter — Deb P.

Dec. 29"

Reader — Peggi
Prayer — Cheryl
Ushers — Bob / Peggi
Counter — Sharon

December Birthdays:

Terry Minton Dec. 1
Bessie Korth Dec. 2
Jim Nattress Dec. 3
Edna Lower Dec. 5
Debbie Palmatier Dec. 11
Niles McCoy Dec. 13
Linda Connors Dec. 15
Sigrid Wood Dec. 16
Holly Pierce Dec. 16
Ellen Langenbahn Dec. 18
Todd Bartholomew Dec. 31

December Anniversaries:

Mike Sharkey / Claudia Shaylor Dec. 3
Pat / Skip Becker Dec. 17

St. Mark’s Income vs Expenses

Below is the financial information for the

month of October.

Income $7,287.00
Expenses 2,847.51
Balance $4.439.49

Benevolence $685.40 was divided
between Joshua Project Christmas
books and Daily Bread
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Community Christmas Caroling

Sunday, December 8, 2024, at
Middleburgh Reformed Church
6:30 p.m. (in the sanctuary)

All are welcome. Come join in the fun.
Refreshments will be served.

Christmas Eve Service

Please join us as we celebrate the birth
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, on Tuesday,
December 24", at 7:30 p.m.

A stable hadl
something in %
\ it that was E

Christmas Card
“Postal Crate”

Getting and giving cards is a wonderful
part of Christmas. We are pleased to
announce St. Mark's own “post office”
is now open.

If you wish to extend a Christmas
greeting to your brothers and sisters in
Christ at St. Mark'’s, please place their
card in our “postal crate” located in the
back of the sanctuary. Also, please
remember to pick-up your own cards.
If your name has accidentally been
overlooked and you would like to have
a postal folder, please contact Cheryl,
who will be happy to include one for
you.

Christmas Poinsettias

Each year our congregation beautifully
decorates our sanctuary for Christmas.
Once again we are planning to place
colorful poinsettias around the altar. If
you would like to help finance the
purchase of these flowers, please put
a donation of any amount in an
envelope with it marked for the
Poinsettia Fund and place it in the
collection plate.




St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Movie Night

Friday, November 15%, St. Mark’s ;ohagc;ur Mlhtg}}g}g&l&%%ﬂ
ke e Lo Wonf:lerful L]f? ’ who can’t be with their families on
The story reminds us there is power in Christmas. You are in our prayers
prayer and that we should never and forever-in our hearts.

underestimate the number of lives we et AR

touch in positive ways. “No man is a
failure if he has friends” (and our best
friend is Jesus).

Movie night will be on December 20" at
5:00 p.m. when we will see “Christmas

size Nativity scene leads a Chicago .
journalist to learn about his past and lost forces in your prayer's!
family.

DPEAR LORD, ALL T
WANT FOR CHRISTMAS
IS FOR MY FAMILY
AND FRIENDS TO
KNOW JESUS.
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A STORY OF COMING HOME




Decorating for our Celebration of Jesus Birth




Operation Christmas Child Packing Day

A message from Ruth Palmer, our OCC Coordinator:

“l wish to thank everyone who filled a box for OCC, supported monetarily, prayed
over and/or brought gifts. We filled 85 boxes this year for children around the
world. Thank you for continuing to share God'’s love”.
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Where have you seen God this
month?

During the past few weeks, our St.
Mark’s congregation has witnessed
God'’s touch in all of our outreach
projects. In 1 Corinthians 9:6-7, we read:

6 Remember this: Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.

7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.

Coats for Kids and Adults

Through your donations of new and
gently used coats, we, in conjunction
with Joshua Project, gave away 211
coats during the month of November. In
addition, Cora, a beautiful Christian lady
from the Presbyterian Church in
Schoharie, made mittens that were also
given away with the coats.

Wings As Eagles Gift Cards

Because of the donations of gift cards
from Walmart, children on the Native
American reservation in South Dakota
will receive Christmas gifts.

Mitten and Sock Tree

It is said that a picture is worth a
thousand words. At the beginning of
November our mitten and sock tree
was barren, but as you can see, the
limbs are now overflowing. Many
people at Schenectady City Mission will
be warmer this winter due to your
donations.

After

Before

All of your donations to these outreach
projects as well as Operation
Christmas Child show that indeed our
congregation has many “cheerful
givers”.

Thank you for your generosity!!!
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Thanksgiving Eve Service

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church
hosted an ecumenical Thanksgiving eve
service on Wednesday, November 261
Deacon Gary Riggi delivered a message
reminding us that we all have much to be
thankful for. As the apostle Paul tells us
in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 — “In everything
give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus.” May we always have
hearts filled with gratitude for God’s
blessings.
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ASPIRE Women’s Event

November 2" thirteen ladies attended
a Christian women'’s event hosted by
Open Arms Church in Rotterdam, NY.
The evening was filled with fellowship,
laughter and music with guest speaker,
Melissa Spoelstra. Her inspirational
message was how to find peace and
our relationship with God using the
acrosticc. S-L-0-W

S - See

L — Listen

O - Obey

W — Worship

We look forward to attending future
women'’s events where we can learn
more and draw closer to God.
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