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Prayers and Concerns for Dec.
Upcoming Events

Wed., Jan. 8" —5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at OLV Catholic Church

Wed., Jan. 15" - 5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at the Reformed Church

Sat., Jan. 18" — 6:00 p.m. — Movie Night
featuring “Breakthrough”

Sun., Jan. 19" — 12:00 p.m. — Church Council
Meeting

Wed., Jan. 22"¥ -~ 5:00 p.m. — NET Dinner
at St. Mark’s Church

Annual Congregational Meeting

Please plan to attend our annual
congregational meeting following our
worship service and a pot luck lunch on
Sunday, February 2",

Committee leaders —please submit your
reports to the church office no later than
January 12, Thank you!

Communion Bread for December
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Family of Colleen Duffy

Jimmy Mattson
Maurice VanDyke
Kristy Devoue

Pat McCoy
Elizabeth Haley
Andreanna Blesser
Rosemary Yanson

Bible Verse for January:
For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Thought for the Day:
Humble work becomes holy work when
it is done for God!

Trreereet

St. Mark's Church Information
Pastor David Houck

Home Phone: 518-827-6386

Email: pastordave@midtel.net

St. Mark's Phone: 518-827-5318

St. Mark's Email: stmarks@midtel.net

Website:
stmarkslutheranmiddleburgh.com
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Servers for January

Jan. 5%

Reader — Nannette
Prayer —Ron

Ushers — Dennis / Carrie
Counter — Diane

Jan. 12

Reader — Edna
Prayer — Carolyn
Ushers — Aaron / Allison
Counter — Carrie

Jan. 19*
Reader — Deb P.
Prayer —Ron
Ushers — Deb P.
Counter — Deb P.

Jan. 26"

Reader — Bob
Prayer — Cheryl
Ushers — Bill M. / Jay
Counter —Sharon

Request from Council

Once again we have surpassed our
budget and we (Council) would like
suggestions as to where we might
consider blessing others. Please
contact Ron Lower either in-person,
text or e-mail to share your ideas /
suggestions. Further discussion will
be at our annual meeting on Sunday,
February 2.

January Birthdays:

Michael Estro Jan. 4
Tom Nesbitt Jan. 5
Cathy Allen Jan. 5
Ted Langenbahn Jan. 18
Lisa Bartholomew Jan. 20
Helen Ruland Jan. 20
Dan Kircher Jan. 31

January Anniversaries:

Dennis / Carrie Foland Jan. 2
Tom / Sharon Nesbitt Jan. 17

St. Mark’s Income vs Expenses

Below is the financial information for the
month of November.

Income $6,732.00
Expenses 5.374.70
Balance $1,357.30

Benevolence $625.20 was donated to
City Mission in Schenectady.




Thriving Where You Are

Have you ever heard or even felt that life is a struggle at times? Are there times when we feel Ii+_<e we
are barely surviving? It would be much nicer to be doing well, flourishing or growing, espegially in the
feelings of hope, peace, and joy, which are the very emotions that we desire to be gifted with at
Christmas and throughout the year. For many it is the misconception that thriving is measured by
how many presents were under the tree, how big their portfolio is or how many storage units they
have to hold all of their stuff.

Unless we have made it our top priority in life, there is nothing wrong with working hard and having
the fruits of our labor displayed in what we have accumulated. Lord knows that | have accumulated a
lot over a lifetime of working. | have also lost a lot of what | accumulated at different times in my life.
Lost more than just material things. What | have discovered is to be successful, to be thriving takes
knowledge gained from study and experience, namely studying the scriptures and the experiences
gained when it is applied to daily life. What | believe now is that thriving should be measured by how
much we love and how much we are loved by others. This kind of thriving is priceless and acquired
from living a life built on the knowledge and experience of a personal relationship with the Lord.

In a recent sermon message, | spoke of a different type of work and its rewards, which is the fruit we
will gain from the labor we invest in service to the Lord. Working for earthly status and riches should
be a secondary benefit from our time here on this earth. Colossians 3:23 And whatever you do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of
the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. Personally, when | applied this advice from Paul's
letter to the Colossians to everything | do, the reward was immediately evident. | left the place of dull
hum-drum just surviving to an uplifting hope filled, joy filled, peaceful place of thriving | had never
known before. The Lord has promised this good and thriving life to you as well.

“The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; He will my shield and portion be, As
long as life endures.” - John Newton

Whatever chapter you are in, which ever page you are on, and wherever you are in your book of life,
may 2025 be a year of truly thriving. Let us rejoice not just in who we are and what we have, but in
Whose we are and what He has given to us. Grace upon Grace and Mercy upon Mercy.

Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)
Author: John Newton (1779)

1 Amazing grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now | see.
2 "Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear, the hour | first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares, | have already come:
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
4 The Lord has promised good to me,;his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures.

5 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease:
| shall possess, within the veil, a life of joy and peace.

6 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine;
but God, who called me here below, will be forever mine.

In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave and Melody
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Movie Night

Unfortunately, due to inclement weather,
we were forced to cancel our movie night
in December. However, please mark
your calendars and plan to attend movie
night on January 18t" at 6:00 p.m. when
the feature will be “Breakthrough”.

Based on a true story, this film is about a
St. Louis teenager who slipped through
an icy lake on January 19, 2015, and
was underwater for 15 minutes before
resuscitative efforts were started.
Although he was rescued, he remains in
a coma, and his family must rely on their
faith to get through the ordeal.

Special Music
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Cheryl Cater (flute), Ron Lower (keyboard)

NET Dinner

St. Mark’s first NET dinner in 2025 will
be on Wednesday, January 22",
when we will be getting into football
Superbowl excitement by hosting our
own “Souper” bowl. A variety of hot,
delicious soups will be served so
please come join us. You will be sure
to have a high scoring game with many
“touchdowns” as you enjoy the tasty
meal and time of fellowship with one
another.

(By the way...we must not forget to
have chips for Cheryl. @)

More Special Music

Sunday, December 29", we were
blessed with special music by our own
quartet who sang “Spirit of the Living
God” acapella. We look forward to
hearing more singing from this talented

group.

Dennis Foland (tenor), Bill Pierce (bass), Linda
Connors (alto), Holly Pierce (soprano)
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Outreach Programs Update

God has blessed St. Mark’s in so many
ways, and it is a joy to be able to share
those gifts from God with others,
especially during the Christmas season.
Beginning in November with the
Operation Christmas Child shoebox
project and mitten / sock tree, our
outreach has continued through
December.

Janet Abrams and Ruth Palmer created
these beautiful “thinking of you”
encouragement baskets.

Warm clothes were donated to the City
Mission in Schenectady. (As full as the
car was, God had to be the pilot of her
car as we wonder how Cheryl was able
to see out of her back window.)

During the past year, our Phoebes
made 50 quilts that were donated to
Camp Swamp Methodist Church /
Heart of Jesus Ministries in South
Carolina. Pastor Vaughn Chichester
expressed his heartfelt gratitude for our
gifts as they were able to bless a total
of 96 seniors with encouragement /
“thinking of you” baskets.

On December 215, our neighbor, Mrs.
K's Kitchen, held their annual
Christmas celebration and sponsored a
raffle to benefit local food pantries. As
a result of their raffle, St. Mark’s and
the Reformed Church each received a
monetary $200 donation.

Thank you to all who supported our
outreach programs during 2024!




2024 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

On the evening of December 24", 98 people met in our beautifully
decorated sanctuary to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. The presence of God was felt throughout the service,
especially when “Silent Night” was being sung by candlelight. The glow
from the lighted candles reminded us how the light of Christ shines
through the darkness of this world and we are to carry that light
wherever we go and in whatever we do.




12 Days of Christmas

St. Mark’s rendition of the song “12 Days of Christmas” sung during coffee hour on
Sunday, December 29". Guess who wore the 5 golden rings!!

But...did you know?

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ.
Two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments.
Three Franch hens stand for faith, hope and love.
The four calling birds are the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old
Testament.

The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of creation.

Seven swans a-swimming represent the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit:
(Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy)

The eight maids a-milking are the eight beatitudes.

Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit:
(Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and
Self Control)

The ten lords a-leaping are the ten commandments.
The eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven faithful disciples.

The twelve drummers drumming symbolizes the twelve points of belief in the
Apostles’ Creed.



St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

In 2025 may we make a
new year's resolution to
daily keep our armed
forces and their families in
our prayers.

Christmas Caroling

On Sunday, December 8", the Reformed
Church was alive with an evening of
scripture readings, Christmas hymns and
secular Christmas music. How beautiful
to hear many people lifting their voices
as they sang the variety of songs.

A Message from the Jules
Fernandez Family

In October 2024 we said farewell to
Jules Fernandez, a man who loves his
Lord and loves St. Mark’s. Please
take a moment to read a note of
appreciation from his family.
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Christmas Decorations

As beautiful as the decorations are on
the inside of St. Mark’s sanctuary and
the fellowship hall, the ones on the
outside are just as pretty. Thank you to
those who took the time to decorate our
front lawn with a nativity scene, angels
and lights. Also, a huge thank you to the
Middleburgh Rotary for donating the
three angels that are on display.

As we start the new year, let us
remember that “God assigns our tasks
in daily installments. We should start
each day and every new year saying,
‘Lord, what do You want me to do

next?’”
- Paraphrased from Dr. David Jeremiah

New Year!




